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OUR VIEW

mprovements to the reverse

lanes in downtown Phoenix

are not moving past the road-
block that is common sense.

The City Council agreed this.
month to replace text signs with
- symbol signs it believes will bet-
ter explain how to use the lanes.

" But the new signs are just as

static as the old signs.
Even with new yellow lights
flashing-above them, drivers

*still will have to read and com-

prehend them. And drivers may’

take the yellow lights to mean to

proceed with caution and slow
traffic flow.

- Instead of makmg reverse
lanes better, the council has
made them worse,

. The ¢ommittee that studied
reverse lanes considered using

red and green Xs over the turn =~
lane, but rejected them because .
federal fegulations pushed thelr -

cost to $21.1 million. -
The city needs only a smgle
light over the center lane o
flash green or red depending on
the time of day and turn off the
rest of the day. But the commit-
tee was opposed to a red light,
fearing drivers would stop in
-the lane. It shouldn’t have to be
so costly or complicated to make

" reverse lanes work.

The city will spend $6.8 mil-
lion in changes that will do noth-

“ing to advance the years-long

debate over safety risks.on the
lanes, which aim to move down-
town traffic more eff1c1ently
during rush hours. .

The center lane is used as a

southbound lane from Northern .

Avenue to McDowell Road on
Seventh Avenue, and frem Dun-

. Traffic flows south on Sev_enth'Avenile in.Phoénix, The sign at upper -
_left i._r. over what is often referred to as the "suicide lane.” THE RepuBLIC.

Iap Avenue to McDowell on Sev-

enth Street, from 6 to 9 a.m. -
weekdays, then as northbound -
lanes from 4 te 6 p.m.

Rudeness and unfamiliarity
with the concept have led to ac-
cidents; illegal left tarns and
cut-through traffic in neighbor-

. hoods, which prompted area res-
idents and merchants to ask the .

city to end what they dubbed
“sulclde lanes.”
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Thls slgn uses universal symbols
to tell drivers how and when to
'use.reverse lanes. <y OF PHOENIX

Instead.of finding real solu-
tions when it had the chance in
2009, the council passed it off to
a committee, which wasn’t cre-
ated until 2010 because every-
one’s focus had turned to the
tanking economy. Two years lat-

. er, the council finally takes ac-
" tion and the unprovements

stink.

Stiidies have shown that the -
reverse lanes are not any more
dangerous than other city
streets. Reverse lanes create an
extra through-lane during the
busiest times of the weekday.
They ease traffic congestion,
and reduce pollution and drive
time. They are popular with
north Phoenix commuters and-

serve as alternatives to Arizona.’

51 and light rail.
They could.be made safer

-

everse-lane changes achieve nothing

with the right kind of i unprove-
ments that would make it clear
how the lanes are supposed to
be used. The right kind of signs
and symbols would have en-
haneed other improvements,

. such as allowing left-turn access
to homes and businesses.

The city also will install sig-
nals at Camelback Roadand

- Seventh Avenue to allow traffic
_. to turn left when reverse-lane

hours are in effect. Currently,

- there are no arrows at the inter-

section and drivers can turn left

.only outside of reverselane
hours. This responds tocom-

plaints that drivers are cutting
through neighborht:—ods.;ltre-

. mains tobe seen if it will im-

prove safety or create more

. comngestion.

Officials will gauge over the
next year the arrows' effective- -
ness and deterniine whether,
other left turns are needed. Had

. this been done in 2009, the ad-

justments would already be set.

But then, the City Council and
staff have been afraid to make
any meaningful charges on the
reversible lanes. They have
merely burned time and energy,
accomplishing nothing. That is
unacceptable.




